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National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

Kedededefehek

No. NCST/DEV-98/JH/4/2021-ESDW

Minutes of the Sitting held under the Chairmanship of Shri Ananta Nayak, Hon’ble
Member, NCST, on the representation of Shri Suresh Oraon S/o Birsu Oraon,
Village-Basiya, Police Station- Balumath, District- Latehar, Jharkhand dated
28.10.2021, in the matter of displacement of tribal peopie due to mining activities
of CCL.

Date of the sitting: 13.03.2023; 12.30 AM
List of Participants: As per Annexure

The Commission received a representation dated 28.10.2021from one Shri
Suresh Oraon S/o Birsu Oraon, Village-Basiya, Police Station- Balumath, District-
Latehar, Jharkhand, regarding displacement of tribal people due to mining activities of
Central Coalfields Limited. The petitioner submitted that Central Coalfields Limited was
forcing the petitioner and other tribal people in the area to leave the land to allow
expansion of mining activities of CCL. When he refused to shift, he was falsely named
by Shri Kapildev Prasad, Project Officer, CCL Tetariyakhar, in the Money Suit No.
22020 wherein he has been asked to pay 1400 to 1500 crores approximately.

Considering the gravity of the issue raised in the petition, the Commission issued
Notice dated 15.11.2022 to the Deputy Commissioner, Latehar, Jharkhand seeking

reply from the concerned officials within 15 days.

Despite issuance of the Notice dated 15.11.2022, no reply or Action Taken Report

(ATR) was received from the Authorities.

An additional representation was sent by the petitioner wherein he submitted
that CCL had issued a threatening/warning letter dated 12.11.2022 to the ST people.
The CCL is also issuing letters to the ST people warning them not to obstruct

infrastructure and mining activities on the land.
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Another additional representation was made by the petitioner on 23.12.2023
wherein he submitted that petitioner and others are displaced ryots who have been
displaced and forced to live somehow on land allotted to them by the government for

their basic survival.

At the time of displacement, the CCL Authorities had assured that the
unemployed will get employment and basic
amenities such as electricity, water, education, medicine and roads. However, CCL
never provided these facilities or even compensation to the petitioner and other similarly
situated STs. They were not even provided with a passage from their houses to the
village Panchayat office. Now, the petitioner is being forcibly evicted by CCL from the
land allotted to him by the government.

Taking seriously the non-responsive attitude of the Authorities, the Commission
issued Summons to the Deputy Commissioner, Latehar, Jharkhand to appear for a
hearing before the Commission on 09th January 2023. On the date of hearing, the

authorities remained absent.

Subsequently, the Commission issued summons to Deputy Commissioner,
Latehar, Jharkhand and Chairman-cum-Managing Director, Central Coalfields Limited,
Ranchi to appear for a hearing before the Commission on 21.02.2023.
On 21.02.2023, a letter dated 20.02.2023 was received from General Manager (P&IR),
Central Coalfields Limited, Ranchi wherein he requested the Commission that he be

exempted from appearing in-person for the sitting.

The commission took a serious note of the lackadaisical attitude of the GM, CCL
and issued a warning letter cautioning him that a coercive action will be taken against
him unless he remains present on 13.93.2q23 with relevant documents for the Sitting.
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On 13.03.2023, a letter dated 10.03.2023 was received from the Deputy
Commissioner, Latehar, Jharkhand requesting the Commission that he be exempted
from appearing as he has to be present in the Secretariat for a meeting regarding
closing of financial vear 2022-2023. He also requested that the Assistant
Commissioner, Latehar be permitted to attend the sitting on his behalf with all the
relevant documents.

The Commission took a serious note of the non-appearance of Deputy
Commissioner, Latehar, Jharkhand without permission of the Commission. The
Commission asked the Petitioner who appeared in person about the facts of the case
and present situation. He repeated and re-iterated his earlier submissions.

The Chairman-cum-Managing Director, Central Coalfields Limited, Ranchi
submitted that CCL was ready to withdraw the money suit no. 2/2020 pending before
the court of Senior Civil Judge-I, Latehar, Jharkhand. He submitted that CCL is ready to
provide compensation and benefits to the petitioner but they require the Collector to
provide certificates and give Pattas to the petitioner. Once their claim has been certified
by the Collector office, CCL will release the amount compensation and allied benefits.

During the hearing, the petitioner raised ancther point wherein he informed the
Commission and authorities that he and his family members are subjected to police
harassment with the help of CCL employees. The authorities present on behalf of CCL
pleaded ignorance of the fact and ensured the Commission that they will investigate into
the matter and stern action will be taken against the officials responsible.

After hearing both the parties, the Commission made the following

recommendations:

. District administration to give reports to CCL regarding certification of the land of
the petitioners to enable CCL to take further steps
ii. To withdraw the Money Suit No. 2 of 2020 pending before the Court of Senior

Civil Judge No. 1, Latehar. :



Vi.

CCL to pay all the benefits and compensation to the petitioners within 15 days
from the date of receipt of all administrative clearance from the District
Administration.

That CCL will ensure that none of their officers will harass the petitioners with the
help of the police authorities.

To submit details of actions taken against officials who are involved in wrong
documentation

To hold a meeting with the petitioners, District Administration and CCL to resolve
the issue brought before the Commission at the earliest.

The Chairman-cum-Managing Director, Central Coalfields Limited, Ranchi and the

Deputy Commissioner, Latehar, Jharkhand have to submit Action Taken Report (ATR)

with compliance of the Recommendations within a period of 15 days.
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