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National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
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No. NCST / DEV-74/JH/6/2021-RO-RNC-ESDW

Minutes of the Sitting held under the Chairmanship of Shri Ananta Nayak,

Hon’ble Member, NCST on the representation from Shri Arun Munda regarding
the ownership of land in Mauja Bongawar, District-Ramgarh, which has been
previously cultivated by his ancestors and is currently being cultivated by him.

Date of the Sitting: 13.04.2023

List of Participants: As per Annexure

The Commission has received a representation dated 17/06/2022 from Shri. Arun
Munda regarding the ownership of land in Mauja Bongawar, Post-Bharechnagar Sandi,
District-Ramgarh. The khatiyan for Piot no. 1560 and Plot no. 1563, which were previously
cultivated by Shri. Munda's ancestors and are currently being cultivated by him, is in the name
of his great grandfather, and he has "lagaan” receipts until the year 2019-20. However, when
he attempted to measure the land and construct walls around it, he was impeded by the forest
department, which claimed that 1,15 acres of the land belonged to the forest department.
Despite multiple representations and an RTI filed in August 2019, Shri. Munda has not
received any information or explanation from the forest department regarding the acquisition

of his land.

Considering the gravity of the issue, the Commission issued a notice to the Deputy
Commissioner, Ramgarh, Jharkhand and Divisional Forest Officer, Ramgarh Forest Division,
Ramgarh, Jharkhand, on 04/01/2023. However, no action taken report (ATR) has been

received

The Commission had summoned Ms. Madhavi Mishra, Deputy Commissioner,
Ramgarh, Jharkhand, and Shri Piyush Pandey, Superintendent of Police, Ramgarh,
Jharkhand, to appear on 28.03.2023. However, the authorities sought exemption, and the
matter was rescheduled for 13.04.2023.

During the hearing on 13.04.2023, District Collector, Ramgarh submitted that the said
representation is about two plots in Bongabar, Thana No-153, Khata No-192, Plot No.-1560
and Plot No-1563. which is claimed by petitioner to be belonging to him as it belonged to his
grandparents and now belongs to him under his hereditary rights. This claim is strongly
denied. The Said plots fall under territorial jurisdiction of Ramgarh Forest Division in state of
Jharkhand. The said plots are demarcatt-'fd forest plots according to maps kept in division and
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the map is signed by both Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) and Forest Settlement Officer (FSO)
The said plots had been demarcated after the rights of land has been vested to government
under Bihar Land Reforms Act, 1950 and after field survey during settlement of rights, under
process defined under Section 29(3) of Indian Forests Act, 1927

The petitioner submitted that the khatiyan for Plot no. 1560 and Plot no. 1563 were
previously cultivated by his ancestor Shri. Munda and are currently being cultivated by him.
The khatiyan is in the name of his great grandfather, and he has "lagaan" receipts until the
year 2019-20. However, when he attempted to measure the land and construct walls around

it, he was impeded by the forest department, which claimed that 1.15 acres of the land
belonged to them. Although they had not restricted its usage till now, the forest department is

now denying access

After hearing both the sides, the Commission recommends the followings: -

The District Collector Shall constitute the District Level Committee to investigate the Land

dispute between the petitioner and the forest department and submit the report to commission

within 15 days for further necessary action.
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