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National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
(MRA & AT @ FTE 338F F Had Uh FadlAs Fprg)
(A constitutional body under Article 338A of the Constitution of India)

F.No. NCST/DEV-878/TS/4/2022-ESDW/RU-II
To,

1. The Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs,
5% floor, Kartavya Bhavan,
New Delhi
Email: hshso@nic.in
Tel.No. 011-24010001

3. The Chief Secretary,
Government of Chhattisgarh,
Raipur, Chhattisgarh,
Email: csoffice,cg@ gov.in
Tel: 09826146416

5. The Chief Secretary,
Government of Andhra Pradesh
A.P.Secretariat, Velagapudi, Guntur,
Andhra Pradesh - 522238
Email: cs@ap.gov.in
Tel.No. 0863-2441024

7. The Chief Secretary,
Government of Odisha,
Bhubaneshwar-751001
Email: csori@nic.in
Tel.No. 0674-2534300

25.02.2026

The Secretary,

Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Kartavya Bhavan,

New Delhi

Email: secy-tribal@nic.in
Tel.No. 011-23381652

. The Chief Secretary,

Government of Telangana,

Block C, 3" floor, Telangana Secretariat,
Khairtabad, Hyderabad, A.P.- 500022

Email: cs@telangana.gov.in, Tel.No, 040-23452620

. The Chief Secretary,

Government of Maharashtra,
Mumbai

Email: cs@maharashtra.gov.in
Tel.No. 022-220285%4

Sub: Representation dated 11-03-2022 from Shri Vetti Bheemaiah, Secretary — Valasa Adhivasula Samaikya,
H.No. 4-35, Krishna Sagar Village, Krishnasagar Panchayat, Burgampahad Mandal, Bhadradri Kothagudem District,
Telangana State — regarding the issue of Internally Displaced People(IDPs).

HElea/agie,

I am directed to enclose herewith a copy of the minutes of the sitting heid on 19.01.2026 at 04:40 PM
under the Chairmanship of Shri Antar Singh Arya, Hon'bie Chairperson, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes,
Lok Nayak Bhawan, Khan Market, New Delhi 110003 on the above mentioned subject.

2. It is requested that the action taken/to be taken in the matter may be intimated to NCST within stipulated
time from receipt of the letter for placing it before the Commission.

Yours faithfully,

(?:T.ﬂ.m@l Dr. P, Kalyan Reddy)
/Director
Telephone No. : 011-20819841

6th Floor, 'B' Wing Lok Nayak Bhawan, Khan Market, New Delhi - 110003, Website: www.ncst.nic.in
Tel.: 011-24601346, 011-24620638 Toll Free: 1800117777




Minutes of the Sitting held under the Chairmanship of Shri Antar Singh Arya, Hon’ble
Chairperson, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes alongwith Members (Shri N.
Chakma, Dr. Asha Lakra and Shri Jatothu Hussain) at Lok Nayak Bhawan, New Delhi
regarding the grievances of Internally Displaced People (STs) of Chhattisgarh State
residing in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh States with a focus on the reported seizure of
their lands and the need for immediate intervention to safeguard their rights and
livelihoods.

NCST/DEV-878/TS/4/2022-ESDW
Date of the Sitting: 19/01/2026, 4:40 PM
Participants in the Sitting: As per Annexure

Shri Vetti Bhaemaiah, General Secretary, Valasa Adhivasula Samaikya, Bhadradri Kothagudem
District, Telangana, vide his petition dated 11.03.2022 has stated that Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) from Chhattisgarh migrated to Andhra Pradesh and Telangana in 2005 to escape
violence between Maoist guerrillas and security forces during the Salwa Judum movement. They
cleared forest land and cultivated it for survival over the last 17 years, but in the past two years,
both state governments have started reclaiming these lands, and recently, at least 75
settlements were attacked, rendering many IDPs landless and without livelihood. The petitioner
requested urgent intervention to stop the ongoing violence and sought a visit from the
Commission for preparing a detailed report with recommendations to the Government.
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2. In this matter, sittings were held on 24.09.2024- 08.01.2025, 19.3.2025 (visited by Hon'ble
Member) and 08.09.2025. In the last sitting held on 08.09.2025, the following recommendations
were made and minutes were sent on 23.09.2025 to the Chief Secretaries of Chhattisgarh,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Mahrashtra and Odisha States and endorsement to Secretary,




Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi with request to
submit the ATR within 30 days from receipt of the Minutes .

The survey report in respect of the migrated ST persons from Chhattisgarh State to

- Andhra Pradesh and Telangana States provided by the petitioners in the sitting may be

shared to Chhattisgarh, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh for confirmation by the NCST.

The petitioner is advised to provide the data of migrated ST persons from Chattisgarh
State to Odisha and Maharashtra States, as discussed in the sittings.

The Govt. of Chhattisgarh is advised to prepare a strategy in respect of Land for
Agriculture and House sites, Employment, Health and other developmental activities etc.
to bring back migrated ST persons from other States to Chhattisgarh. The prescribed
extent of land allocation (Not less than 5 Acres), employment for livelihood, PMAY
Housing, community certificates and ration may be ensured as per the feasibility.

The minimum development infrastructure like primary schools, primary health centers,
anganwadi centres, electricity and drinking water may be ensured in the habitations.

The Govt. of Chhattisgarh may also plan/ scheme to migrated ST person to other State,
as per the Bru Settlement Plan of Tripura Govt.

The Chattisgarh Government may examine the Bru resettlement plan of Mizoram and
may come with the proposal of rehabilitating the families returning from the States of
Telangana.

Further, if any IDPs desire to continue to reside in the migrated states, the following
options may be explored.

Section 3(1)(m) of the Forest Rights Act, 2006, grants a specific right to restitution for
Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers who were illegally displaced or
evicted. According to the Forest Rights Act, 2006, Section 3(1)(m) pertains to the right to
in situ rehabilitation, including alternative land, for Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest dwellers who were illegally evicted or displaced from forest land before
December 13, 2005, without receiving their legal entitlement to rehabilitation. This
section addresses historical injustices by providing a Ieg'ai right to rehabilitation for those
unlawfully displaced. The Revenue records available with the Revenue Department in
their native District may be examined to ascertain and authenticate the claim.

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Ministry of Home Affairs and Governments of Chattisgarh,
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana may work in coordination to address the long pending
issue of IDPs.
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3. In response to recommendations of sitting held on 8.9.2025, the Commissioner, Bastar
Division, Jagdalpur (Chhattisgarh) vide letter dated 26.11.2025 has informed that the list
provided by the petitioner regarding information related to IPDs in the migrated states
(Telangana and Andhra Pradesh) was given to survey team. The Survey team could not found
the information regarding the displaced families in the said villages. The petitioner was asked to
provide the village & family wise information. The petitioner sought three weeks time for
providing the same. But the information could not be provided so far. Therefore, survey work
could not completed. The efforts are being taken for collecting the same.
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4. Keeping in view of the reply furnished by the Govt. of Chhattisgarh, the NCST decided to
discuss the issue with the Chief Secretaries of Chhattisgarh, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and
Maharashtra and Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs,
New Delhi. Accordingly, a sitting Notice was issued to all concerned on 7.1.2026. The Chief
Secretary, Govt. of Maharashtra vide letter dated 14.1.2026 has sought exemption and deputed
Dy. Commissioner (Development), Tribal Development Department, Nasik to attend the sitting.

The Chief Secretary, Govt. of Chhattisgarh vide letter dated 16.1.2026 has informed that
the concerned State Governments has not nominated the Nodal Officer in the respective
districts for completion of the survey. At present the work of SIR is in progress , resulting that
the additional time will be sought for completion of the survey of the IPDs. It is also requested
that the concerned State Govt. may be asked to nominate the Nodal Officers in the respective
districts for completion of Joint Survey for authentic information regarding IPDs. The
Commissioner, Bastar Division, who is the Nodal Officer is nominated to attend the sitting.
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5, In the sitting, the officers from Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra State and
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs and
petitioner were present. The petitioner has reiterated his earlier submission and requested for
completion of survey. The Commissioner, Bastar Division, Govt. of Chhattisgarh has reiterated
the facts submitted by Chief Secretary, Govt. of Chhattisgarh vide letter dated 16.1.2026. The
officer of Govt. of Maharashtra has informed that there is no information of the IPDs settled in
the State.

The PO, ITDA, Chintoor (Govt. of Andhra Pradesh) has provided the letter dated 16.1.2026 of
Director, Tribal Welfare Department, Govt. of Andhra Pradesh. In the letter it has been informed
that the survey data has already been shared with the Govt. of Chhattisgarh. The PO, ITDA of
Chintoor, Rampachodavaram and K.R. Puram has been nominated for conducting the joint
survey for verification and authentication of IDPs. It was also informed that there are 2,100
migrants household from Chhattisgarh known as Gothikoyas, comprising 8,435 individuals, who
have settled in erstwhile East and West Godavari District covering six Mandals. The Gothikoyas,
have been categorised as General populations and the Govt. is providing basic amenities to
them.

The Spl. Chief Secretary, Tribal Welfare Department, Govt. of Telangana vide letter dated
17.1.2026 has informed that the Guthi Koyas are not treated as ST in the State. However, the
basic facilities has been provided to them. It was informed that the biennial Medaram Jathara is
commencing from 28.1.2026 to 31.1.2026, for which Tribal Welfare Department is the Nodal
Department for making the arrangements and the Honb'le Chief Minister has programmed to
inaugurate the works on 19.1.2026 at Medaram. Hence, exempt for attending the sitting.
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6. It was observed that the NCST has discussed the issue many times with the concerned
authorities but there is no authentic information about the IDPs settled in other States. Hence, it
would be more appropriate that a Central Ministry (i.e. Ministry of Tribal Affairs or MHA), Govt.
of India may coordinate with the States for resolving the problems of IDPs.
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7. After discussion with the officers of States of Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and
Maharashtra and Joint Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home
Affairs and petitioner, the following recommendations were made and action taken there on
may be submitted to NCST within 30 days.




« The Chief Secretaries of Govt. of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh in coordination with the
Secretaries of Tribal Welfare and Forests Departments are requested to facilitate to
conduct a joint survey in the said villages of the IDPs in the identified districts in
consultation with the State Govt of Chhattisgarh and NGO Valasa Adviavsula
Samakya(the petitioner) for verification and authentication of persons of IDPs (Guthi
Koyas). The name of Nodal Officers nominated for the purpose may be shared/intimated
to Commissioner, Bastar Divsion, Jagdalpur, Govt. of Chattisgarh and NCST.

« The petitioner is also advised to provide the available data on village & family wise
information regarding IDPs along with IDP families settled in Odisha and Maharashtra
States to the Commissioner, Bastar Divsion, Jagdalpur, Govt. of Chattisgarh so as to
reconcile missing information if any.

« The Ministry of Home Affairs /LWE division of MHA is requested to nominate a Nodal
Officer for co-ordination with the State Governments (Chhattisgarh, Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh) for getting authentic information related to IDPs settled in Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh , Maharashtra and Odisha, so that long pending demands of migrant
STs from Chhattisgarh to the States of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh may be resolved.
A time bound exercise for conclusion of enumeration may be made in 60 days by the
MHA. Thereafter, the MHA may take a iead to settle the issue in the similar lines of Bru
resttlement plan in Case of Mizoram and Tripura.

« The Ministry of Tribal Affairs may examine the feasibility of coordinating with State
Governments for support under Section 3(1)(m) of FRA Act for the cause of IDPs.

« After the conclusion of survey, the IDPs if willing may be given option to return back to
their native places. The Chief Secretary of Chattisgarh may chalk out the plan for that
purpose in consultation with the IDPs. The minimum requirements like reclamation of
their original land/ providing the maximum permissible land under FRA ie,10 acres, solar
powered pumpsets, fencing to their land, converging with NREGS to make the barren
land to cultivable land, Provision of House uncer PMAY may be ensured.

« The children of the Guthikoya families may be provided relaxations for facilities of
admission in the Government schools and colleges in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.
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F. No NCST/DEV-878/15/4/2022-ESDW

List of participants of the sitting held on 19.1.2026 at 4;455) under the chairmanship of
Shri Antar Singh Arya, Hon’ble Chairperson, NCST at New Delhi.

Sr. Name and Designation | Address & Phone No. Signaturc
No. -
1 National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
1. Sh M. Chalsmma |, Mool Mévre- I
3 b Alokens , Heostzly Meios
.? “7 | Shri Jatothu Hussain - T
Hon'ble Member
3
4 Dr. P.Kalyan Reddy
Dircctlor R T ~
& NCST Officials
I Govt. of Andhra Pradesh i
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