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Government of India
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

6" Floor, ‘B’ Wing,
Lok Nayak Bhawan,
Khan Market,

New Delhi — 110003
Dated: 04/07/2012

To,

1. Dr. Rameshwar Oraon, Chairperson
2. Smt. K. Kamala Kumari, Member
3. Shri Bheru Lal Meena, Member

Sub: - Summary record of the 34™ Meeting of the Commission heid at 15:00 hours on 13
June, 2012.

Sir,

| am directed to refer to the above subject and to say that 34" Meeting of the National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes presided over by Dr. Rameshwar Oraon, Chairperson of the
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes was held at 15:00 Hrs. on 13/06/2012 in the
Chamber of the Hon'ble Chairperson at Lok Nayak Bhawan, New Delhi. A copy of the Summary
Record of the meeting 1s enclosed for information and record.

Yours faithfully,

(S. P\Meena)
Assistant Director

Copy with a copy of the Summary Record of the meeting forwarded to the following
officers with the request that information about action taken on the decision taken in the meeting
concerning each Unit/ office may be furnished to Coordination Unit by 13 July, 2012 positively.

(1) Dy. Director

(ii) Under Secretary, (Admn.)

(iil) AD/RO In-charge — RU-I/RU-II/RU-IH/RU-IV/ICoord./AD/OL

Copy with a copy of the summary Record of the meeting forwarded for information to:

(i) PPS to Joint Secretary,

(i1) Director/ Dy. Director/ Assistant Director/ Research Officer in Regional offices of
ional Commission for Scheduled Tribes at Bhopal/ Bhubaneswar/ Jaipur/
\ Raipur/ Ranchi and Shillong.

(i) Sr. System Analyst (NIC Cell, NCST) for uploading on the website.
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F.No.1/4/2012-Coord.

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SCHEDULED TRIBES

Subject: Summary record of the 34th meeting of the Commission held at
14-00 Hrs. on 13-06-2012.

The 34th meeting of the Commission was held at 15:00 Hrs. on 13-06-

2012 in the Conference Room of the Commission in Loknayak Bhawan, New

Delhi. The meeting was presided over by Dr. Rameshwar Oraon, Chairperson,

NCST. List of participants is enclosed at Annexure. Four Agenda Items were

circulated for discussion in the meeting. All items were discussed.

2. The Commission was informed that there were mainly four Agenda Iltems
for discussion in the meeting. These include three proposals for inclusion/re-
inclusion of certain communities in the list of STs. These three proposals were
earlier discussed in the 32™ meeting of the Commission held on 28/03/2012. it
was decided in that meeting that further clarifications may be obtained from
Ministry of Tribal Affairs and the State Governments concerned, since the
information received from MTA and the State Government was not convincing. It
was also decided that a combined Sitting may be held with the Secretary, MTA,
RGI and the Chief Secretary and other Senior Officers from the State
Governments of Chhattisgarh and Kerala. Commission was informed that a Sitting
with the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, RGl and Officers of Chhattisgarh and Kerala
State Government was held in the forenoon and after lengthy deliberations, the
Commission has already taken views on those Proposals and the same were
noted by the Officials from the Ministry of Trbal Affairs as well as State
Governments. The views of the Commission on those proposals were
recapitulated by the Joint Secretary, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

as given below.

Agenda Inclusion of "Abujh Maria and Hill Korwa" in the list of Scheduled
item-| Tribes of Chhattisgarh

3. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has already accepted the facts that all PTGs,
including "Abujh Maria” and “Hill Korwa" of Chhattisgarh were Scheduled Tribes

and if it was so then there was no need to raise this proposal afresh. It was

clarified that the "Abujh Maria” and “Hill Korwa" Communities were sections of the
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F. No.1/4/2012-C oord.

Mother Tribe Gond and Korwa respectively. However, persons belonging to these
Communities were not returned as Scheduled Tribes in 2001 Census as these
names did not find place in the list of Scheduled Tribes and subsequently,
persons belonging to these Communities also faced difficulties in obtaining Caste
Certificate as Scheduled Tribes. It was decided that the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
may immediately take steps to include the names of “"Abujh Maria" and "Hill
Korwas" along with the name of the Mother Tribe in the list of Scheduled Tribes of
Chhattisgarh State. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs will also scrutinize the entire list
of 75 PTGs, so far identified by the Ministry, with the list of Scheduled Tribes In
respect of the concerned State. In case, name of a particular Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Group like Abujh Maria and Hill Korwa, is not included, along
with the name of its Mother Tribe, in the list of Scheduled Tribes, the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs will suo-moto prepare a Draft Bill, if necessary, for amendment of the
list in respect of each PTG and send the Draft Bill for comments of the National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes before submission of the Legislative proposal to
the Cabinet Secretariat, as per Cabinet instructions dated 16/02/2012. It was also
decided that the Ministry of Tribal Affairs will get a detailed social, anthropological
and ethnographic study conducted in case of those PT(Gs whose names or names

of their Mother Tribes were not found in the ST list. Another Legislative proposal, if
necessary, for inclusion of those PTGs In the list of Scheduled Tribes may be

moved separately and processed as per laid down modalities.

Agenda Re-inclusion of "Marati” community in the list of Scheduled Tribes of
item-li Kerala-

4. The Commission expressed that the arguments advanced earlier by the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs as well as Government of Kerala for re-inclusion of Marati
community from the list of Scheduled Tribes of Kerala were not convincing. This
Meeting was called to make the issue clear. After detailed discussions it was felt
that the proposals for exciusion and re-inclusion of Marati community was not
based on any scientific survey. It was noted that then National Commission for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and the RGI had also opposed exclusion
of Marati community from the list of Scheduled Tribes. After considering the whole
situation it was decided that the ST status of Marati community may be restored.
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Agenda Inclusion of Bodo Kacharis in Karbi Anglong & NC Hills Autonomous
item-flll  Council Area

S, Regarding inclusion of Bodo Kacharis in Karbi Anglong & NC Hills
Autonomous Council Area, it was recalled that this proposal had also figured in
the forenoon meeting with the Ministry of Tnbal Affairs, RGl! and OState
Governments. The Commission had made it clear that the Commission did not
support the proposal in its present form and desired that MTA should examine the

proposal in the light of the observations made by the Commission In its 32"
Meeting held on 28/03/2012 as communicated to the Ministry of Tribal Affairs

earlier.

Agenda Consideration of Amendments in the Scheduled Castes and the
Item-IV  Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities), Act 1989 regarding.

6. The Commission was informed that Ministry of Tribal Affairs as well as
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment had earlier sought views of the
Commission on certain proposals of the Ministry for amendment of the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities), Act 1989 and views of
the Commission were forwarded to the Ministry concerned. The National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes had suo-moto considered amendment of the
Scheduted Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities), Act 1989
for ensuring time bound disposal of the offence by the Special Courts set up/
designated under the provisions of the Act on the lines of the provisions existing in
the Consumer Protection Act, 1986, which provides for disposal of a case within 3
to 5 months. The Commission had recommended that the cases registered under
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989
should be disposed by the Special Courts within 6 months. To meet this objective,
the Act could also be amended to provide for setting up exclusive Special Courts
(instead of designating a Session Court as a Special Court) for trial of cases under
this Act. The above recommendation of the Commission was forwarded to the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment vide letter, dated 16/07/2009. The
Commission has no information about action taken by the Government on the
views and suggestions given by the Commission. The Commission, therefore,
cdecided that a copy of letter dated 16/07/2009 may again be sent to the Ministry of

Tribal Affairs for consideration by the Government.
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7. The Commission also desired that amendment to the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities), Act 1989 with regard to
fixation of time frame for disposal of cases by Special Courts within 6 months
should also be considered along with other 5 amendments suggested in Para 4.2

of the background paper circulated by Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.

Agenda Any other matter with the permission of the Chair.
Item-V

8. it was brought to the notice of the Commission that, consequent to the
issue of instructions by the Cabinet Secretariat for mandatory consultation with the
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes by the sponsoring Ministries/
Departments on Policy and Legislative matters affecting Scheduled Tribes,
various Ministries/ Departments were referring their proposals/ Bills at Draft stage
for comments of the Commission. The Commission was informed that the Cabinet
Secretariat vide its circular letter dated 16/02/2012 had clearly mentioned in the
instructions for consulting the Commission before submission of the Cabinet Note
or final Draft Bill to the Cabinet. However, the sponsoring Ministries/ Departments
were referring the matters to this Commission at initial Draft stage. This action by

the sponsoring Ministries/ Departments not only amounted to violation of
instructions of the Cabinet Secretariat but aiso of wastage of time and dilution of

recommendation of the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes. The
Commission decided that as soon as a proposal was received at Draft stage, the
concerned Ministry/ Department may be advised to (i) add in the proposal/ Bill a

special chapter “Applicability to Scheduled Tribes and the Scheduled Areas
(under Fifth and Sixth Schedule)”’ and (it) consuit the Commission for its views

before submitting the Note/ Bill to the Cabinet for their consideration. The
Commission decided that only those proposals may be submitted before the

Commission, which are received at the stage of submission of the proposal before
the Cabinet.

S. The Meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chair

ﬂ_,g,m'o/ hprees OXOUA
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ATTENDANCE SHEET

National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

34" Meeting of the Commission held on 13/06/’201-2 in the Conference Room of the
Commission — List of participants.

S. No. Name and Designation Signature

1. Dr. Rameshwar Oraon, Chairperson (in chair)
Smt. K. Kamala Kumari, Member

Shri Bheru Lal Meena ,y)pmbe)-

Shri Aditya Mishra, Joint Secretary

Shri S. P. Meena, Assistant Director
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Shri R. C. Durga, Consultant



