Subject-Wise-Recommendations 

	S.No
	Development and Welfare of STs
	Years

	I.
	Third Report of NCSCST
	1994-96

	
	A radical departure from the prevalent practice of Tribal Sub-Plan formulation is necessary. In this connection, all the TSP States and UTs should adopt what it the now known as the Maharashtra Model. Requisite TSP funds should be placed at the disposal of Tribal Development Department for inter-sectoral prioritization and for allocation of funds for schemes and programmes under each section which will cater to the genuine and felt needs of the tribals. 

The ITDPs should be converted into ITDAs (Integrated Tribal Development Agencies). In order words, they should be registered as Societies as has been done in Orissa and Andhra Pradesh. Single Line Administration should be ensured at the project level. 

In the context if introduction of Panchayati Raj System, Project Officers of ITDPs/ ITDAs should be declared as additional Chief Executive Officers of the Zilla Parishads to ensure harmonious working between ITDPs / ITDAs and the Panchayati Raj bodies. They may also be declared a Additional Collectors. 

The provisions contained in para 5 of the Fifth Scheduled to the Constitution may be taken advantage of for framing regulations reserving all posts in the Scheduled Areas for STs only. In addition suitable relaxation in qualifications may also be provided in certain categories of posts like Forest Guards, Police Constable, Primary School Teacher etc., for the tribals.

The system of Village Health Guides which has become defunct should be revived by the Ministry of Health. The local tribals could be appointed as Village Health Guides with required training in modern medicines and up gradation of their knowledge in traditional tribal medicines. There should be Village Health Guide for a population of 500, rather than 1000, in tribal areas.

The Non-Governmental Organisations of tribals should be encouraged and supported to work in tribal areas. For this purpose the present requirement of existence of NGOs for three years should be waived. In case of other NGOs working in tribal areas the requirement of three years period may be reduced to one year. 

All the States having tribal population should take special care of the nutritional and health status of the tribals, especially women and children. Vulnerable areas and vulnerable period/ season should be identified. Comprehensive Action Plans should be framed and States/ UT level and District level Monitoring Committees should be formed for taking preventive measures to put a check on the deaths of children in remote and backward tribal areas due to starvation or malnutrition combined with different diseases. 

State Government should take another look at all their laws relating to land for plugging loopholes in the laws and preventing illegal alienation of tribal land. The records of tribals should be updated in a time-bound manner. Disposal of cases relating to alienation of ST land should be constantly monitored through a Special Committee at the State level with Secretary, Welfare and Secretary, Revenue/ Land Reforms, as its Members.

Traditional rights of tribals for collection of Minor Forest Produce should be recognized. Similarly, the State Government should take immediate steps to abolish all royalties/ levies and taxes on minor forest produce in order to enable the tribals to realise a better and higher remuneration for M.F.P. The Government/ cooperative bodies such as LAMPS should be given exclusive rights for procurement of minor forest produce. 

Efforts should be made to involve the traditional tribal leadership in the development process. Participation of tribal leaders in the enforcement of various preventive measures relating to land alienation, payment of minimum wages, money lending and fixation of prices in marketing of various items of minor forest produce, etc. should be ensured by involving them in block, district and State level committees connected with implementation/ monitoring of these measures. 

There should be decentralization of powers up to the field agencies. Autonomy should be given to the implementing agencies. The devolution of power should be ensured. There should not be any interference both by State and Central Government and functions of different levels should be clearly defined. 

The officers and employees working in the tribal areas should be provided with accommodation and educational facilities or incentive for education of their children etc.

In order to make fair assessment of the impact of the programmes independent as well as internal evaluation should be taken up on a regular basis and effective monitoring arrangements have to be ensured. 

Planning Commission must issue clear guidelines regarding allocation to TSP in proportion to the percentage of ST to the total population. Various States have raised the question of flow from divisible/ indivisible pool during the meetings with the Commission. State Government has expressed that the flow to TSP could be made from the divisible plan outlay only.

It is seen that male members of ST communities in several cases are deserting their wives. The women have to maintain themselves with their children with much difficulties. Separate programmes for these categories of women may be formulated in the Ninth Plan. 

Of late tribal lands are being acquired for establishing projects by joint venture and private parties. In all such cases the displaced Tribals should be made as partner of the projects.

The Kerala Scheduled Tribes (Restriction on Transfer of Lands and Restoration of Alienated Lands) Act 1975 was adopted unanimously by the legislature. It was included in the Ninth Scheduled of the Constitution in view of its social context. This Act prohibits the transfer of tribal land to non-tribals and provided for lands transferred to non-tribals to be restored to the tribals. The Act of 1975 has now been amended in 1996 by the Kerala Legislative Assembly in such of way as to virtually deny the tribals the right to have the alienated lands restored to them. The Bill as passed by Kerala Legislative Assembly has been submitted for President's assent. The tribals are dependent on land for sustenance. A good number of the tribals in Wayanad district and Attappady in Palghat district have become landless over the years on account of various pressures, financial compulsion and often pressure from non-tribals. Commission recommends that the provision of the Act o f 1975 should not be amended since the proposed amendment will defeat the main purpose of the original enactment, viz; the restoration of alienated tribals lands.

The tribals in North-Eastern States are facing difficulties due to lack of drinking water facilities. A comprehensive plan to identify problem villages may be prepared and the problem villages provided with adequate drinking water facilities. 

In States like Arunachal Pradesh who have no ST Finance and Development Corporation, STs are facing difficulties in obtaining margin money, loan and subsidy from the Corporation for their socio-economic development. It is recommended that a SC & ST Finance and Development Corporation may be set up in Arunachal Pradesh. 

Ladakh region of Jammu and Kashmir State was covered under Tribal Sub-Plan strategy during 1990-91. Special Central Assistance under TSP is also released to the State for the development of Scheduled Tribes in Ladakh region. It is observed that Jammu & Kashmir Government has no separate administrative structure for TSP in Jammu & Kashmir. It is suggested that the State Government may constitute ITDPs in Ladakh so that SCA to TSP could be released to the ITDPs like other States for proper implementation of programmes for the development of Scheduled Tribes. 

Kalahandi district in Orissa which has been now bifurcated into two districts, viz; Kalahandi and Nuapada faces drought condition every year. The undivided Kalahandi district had a total population of 16.00 lakhs according to 1991 Census. Out of which ST and SC population are 4.96 lakhs and 2.54 lakhs respectively. Thus about 50% of the total population belongs to SC and ST community. Due to drought, a good number of SCs and STs migrate to other State for jobs. Due to malnutrition, starvation deaths are also reported in these districts although various poverty alleviation programmes (under TSP and SCP) are being implemented in these districts and a Special Plan for Kalahandi, Bolangir and Korapur districts is being implemented to counter the draught prone condition of these districts. However, the impact is yet to be seen. In order to improve the socio-economic status of the weaker section and reduce the incidence of migration and malnutrition, it is essential that programmes for conservation of water and upgradation of skills and technologies for agriculture and forestry operation are taken up on a large scale in these districts.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


